Accommodation Services

The Accommodation Service deals with all matters relating to the fostering, adoption and residential care of children in Torbay. The Adoption Team offers a service for people who wish to be considered as prospective adopters, whether or not they live in the Torbay area. Fostering Services provides the opportunity for children to live in a family home environment and Foster Carers are members of the public who have been trained and assessed to care for other peoples children.

The Accommodation Service is based at 1st Floor Commerce House, Abbey Road, Torquay, TQ2 5PJ, the Operations Manager is Georgina Dunk, tel: 207874. Other telephone numbers are as per the functional telephone directory.

The Adoption Service 
The Adoption Service offers a service for people who wish to be considered as prospective adopters, whether or not they live in the Torbay area. Torbay Council is an approved Adoption Agency, which means that it is approved by the government to arrange adoptions.

The Adoption Team comprises of an Adoption Service Manager dealing with recruitment and assessment. There are four Adoption Social Workers who undertake this. There is a half time Adoption Support Services Manager with three and a half posts undertaking support work - this encompasses work relating to adopted children, birth families and adopted adults. There are two half time  Adoption Co-ordinators and two administrators for the whole team. The team are responsible for the recruitment, assessment, approval and support of prospective adopters as well as all the adoption support arrangements. There has been a major change in adoption in recent years, so that there are nowadays very few babies available for adoption. The sorts of children for whom the Adoption Team are typically seeking adoptive homes for are:

· Older children who are already in the care system and cannot live with their own birth families or extended family. 

· Children who have had difficult experiences which may be reflected in their behaviours. 

· Brothers and sisters who need to be placed together. 

· Children with disabilities. 

· Children who need families who can reflect their particular ethnic background.

Fostering Services

Fostering is about caring for a child in your own home. For a whole variety of reasons there are around 39,000 children (in England) who are placed with foster carers by Children’s Social Care. Many of these children will eventually return to their families. In some cases this may take a matter of days or weeks, in others it may take much longer.

Foster Care provides the opportunity for children to live in a family home environment.
Foster Carers are members of the public who have been trained and assessed to care for other people’s children. They will work with children and parents to try and maintain children’s routine and care. They are not employed by Children’s Services. Parents will still retain responsibilities for their children.

Foster carers go through a comprehensive process of assessment, training and checks before we approve them as carers. All our Foster Carers have had police checks, medicals and further checks with the NSPCC and the Probation Service. They are all approved under the Family Placement Regulations.

Some of the things that Foster Carers are expected to do:

· The Foster Carer is expected to help any fostered child to keep in planned contact with their friends and family. 

· They are expected to make day-to-day decisions about the child’s routine care. 

· They are expected to share information with Children’s Services and cannot keep secrets or agree to keep relevant information shared with them. 

· They are expected to involve parents as much as possible in the child's life. Decisions about how involved parents are will be agreed with the social worker.

Every child in foster care will have a social worker who will visit and see children on their own. They will also need to satisfy themselves that the care and accommodation is suitable. In most situations, parents should also be able to see where their child is living and would be encouraged to give their views about the care they are receiving.

Each Foster Carer has a worker allocated to them; part of their job is to support the foster carer and to monitor the standards of care children receive. Each Foster Carer is reviewed every year. Parents maintain responsibility for children and it is expected - as far as possible - that they remain involved with their children in foster care.

Each situation will be different, but in general we want parents to attend medicals, dentist appointments, parents’ evenings, help with homework etc. Some of this will be alongside Foster Carers, so it is important for foster carers, children, parents and social workers to talk together and agree who is doing what!
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