Safeguarding Children Unit

Protecting Children is everyone’s business

The Safeguarding Children Unit exists to play an important part in safeguarding children and young people. Its core tasks include:
· To provide a neutral and unbiased service of co-ordinating, chairing and recording child protection meetings. 

· To keep an up to date confidential list of children subject to protection plans. 

· To undertake all the responsibilities associated to the role of child protection Designated Manager.

· To collate child protection meeting statistics. 

· To offer advice and guidance on child protection matters. 

· To encourage awareness of local child protection policy.  

· To contribute to raising standards and awareness of practitioners through information on research and practice developments.

· To respond to licensing applications under the ‘protection of children from harm’ licensing  objective (Licensing Act 2003) on behalf of the Torbay Safeguarding Children’s Board. 

· To administer legal planning meetings and secure order meetings. 

· To coordinate the risk to children alert process. 

· To co-ordinate Children Services involvement in Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements.  

· To administer and undertake work on behalf of the Torbay Safeguarding Children’s Board (TSCB). 

· To maintain the TSCB’s web-site.

· To maintain an up to date alert on missing children.

· To provide consultation on section 175 of the 2002 Education Act and fulfill the role of Local Authority Designated Officer in dealing with allegations against people who work with children as outlined in “Working together to Safeguard Children – A Guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children”.    
· To make the ultimate decision on whether a child should be shielded on Contact Point when there is a dispute about this.
Note: the work of the Safeguarding Children Unit is referenced in South West Multi-Agency Child Protection Procedures and may be accessed on Torbay Council Intranet or through www.swcpp.org.uk
Note: The DOH guidance ‘What to do if your worried a child is being abused’ may be accessed on: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4007508&chk=mga3Dq
If you wish to seek consultation on matters related to the safeguarding of children contact either John Edwards, Helen Tune or Anthony Goble on 01803 208559
The team are based in Union House, Union Street, Torquay TQ1 3YA.
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