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Gate Safety
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This is an item that has been having a number of mentions in this Newsletter over the past eighteen months due to incidents and accidents in both schools and other gated locations across the UK (for previous references see Newsletters Summer 2009, Summer 2010 & Autumn 2010).
Here in Torbay schools, gate incidents have been a mix of electric and non-electric gate related.  There have been seven such incidents in the last four years (Primary schools 5; Secondary schools 2) fortunately with only one of those incidents causing minor injury to a person, the rest being vehicle damage.  Total claim cost - £14,200, with several more claims still unresolved.
The main lessons learned nationally are:-

· Take notice of Near Misses.  Unchecked Near Misses inevitably lead to more serious outcomes.

· Make sure there is clear instruction and signage in place at, and on the approach to, gates and barriers.

· Where entrance gates are concerned (pedestrian or vehicle), it is important that schools are confident they have procedures in place whereby gate retaining mechanisms are regularly inspected and faults rectified,

· Any concerns about electric gates or barriers should immediately be brought to the attention of your installer or contracted maintenance provider.  The installer has a duty to ensure the gates/barriers will stop safely should they be obstructed (known as force limitation protection). They must ensure that the force limitation protection and other anti-crushing, shearing and trapping safety protection devices are correctly set.
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Two reported Torbay Council asbestos incidents in the last two months - one in a corporate building and one in a school.  Both incidents involved caretakers screwing into asbestos containing materials (ACMs), fortunately with little or no exposure.
As a reminder:-

Persons in charge/control of premises should:-

· Make sure staff and contractors who are carrying out any maintenance work which may disturb the fabric of the building (drilling, screwing, cutting, sanding, rubbing down, etc.) know the location of asbestos containing materials (ACMs) and follow the necessary safety measures and precautions.

· Make sure their premises’ Asbestos Register is up-to-date (reviewed annually by a competent person) and that all staff (not only maintenance staff) know where the Register is kept.

· Know the correct and appropriate source of advice and guidance on asbestos and follow the necessary safety measures and precautions.

· Arrange asbestos awareness briefing/training for staff.

For information – The HSE has recently carried out an arranged dip-sample visit to one of our Torbay schools to check on their asbestos management.  All was fine, with only a couple of minor points, one of which was about their main Asbestos document (Asbestos Survey Report) not including the word ‘Register’ in the main title.

· If you sign up to the SLA with Torbay Council Property Services you need take no action as following your next Asbestos inspection review, Property Services will provide you with an updated document that will include the word ‘Register’ on the title page.  Meantime, rest assured your Torbay Council Property Services Asbestos document is a Survey Report which contains the Register (the Incidence Sheets).

· For those schools who do not sign up to the SLA with Torbay Council Property Services, you need to make sure that your Asbestos master document (supplied by your chosen asbestos management service provider) includes the word ‘Register’ on the title page and the relevant Register data within the document.
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A tragic incident in an Essex nursery (see next item) has highlighted the importance of schools ensuring that the play equipment installed and toys used are verifiably CE marked products.
The CE mark (European Conformity) is the manufacturer’s declaration that the product complies with the essential requirements of the relevant European health, safety and environmental protection legislation.
Industry standards for playground equipment and surfacing are contained in EN1176 and EN1177 whilst toys in the UK must comply with the Toy Safety Regulations which themselves are derived from the European Toy Safety Directive (toys “..which bear the CE marking shall be presumed…to comply with all the provisions of these Regulations..”).
It is strongly recommended that toys or play equipment from well known or established manufacturers and widely used in our schools, are not copied and supplied by any company that cannot guarantee the item’s CE certification.  This would not only be a breach of safety regulations but may also be copyright infringement.

Likewise, home-made modification of toys or play equipment without the manufacturer’s specific written permission and guidance will invalidate the CE mark.

Norovirus
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With its almost predictable annual cycle, Torbay hospital has recently announced the latest occurrence of the Norovirus in its wards.  As highlighted in previous Newsletters,  the personal hygiene message (in particular, good handwashing regimes) needs to be high profile in all our schools.  The following website link contains all sorts of information and lesson plans targeted specifically at schools and pupils from KS1 on.  Highly recommended.
http://www.hpa.org.uk/HPA/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/InfectionsAZ/1191942127068/
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Essex nursery death (2 yr old) – Play equipment
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A two-year-old girl suffered a fatal heart attack after her head became wedged in the window of an outdoor Wendy playhouse recently-modified by the children's nursery she attended.

Her parents have now taken out a private prosecution and are suing the owners of the children's day nursery in Essex after losing a judicial review earlier this year resulting in the nursery operators avoiding criminal charges.

The playhouse has since been taken down.
HSE involvement
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Recent HSE involvement with most South West Local Authorities (over the last six months) appears to have focused on Asbestos, so the earlier Asbestos item in this Newsletter should be of particular note.
- A Torbay school received an arranged visit from an HSE Advisory Officer.  The Officer’s feedback to the school was complimentary with the only comments directed at maintenance of a particular area of flooring and the corporate style/content of the Asbestos document which has now been addressed by Torbay Council Property Services.  (See Asbestos item on page 1).
- The HSE had followed up Plymouth City Council’s Systems Built Schools return (see Systems Built Schools item in the last Newsletter – Autumn 2010) which indicated uncertainty, by visiting 3 Secondary Schools.  The HSE were satisfied all was in order.

- An HSE Complaints Officer had contacted the Somerset Council H&S Manager after an ex-employee of a school claimed that a floor was breaking up and exposing asbestos.  The floor was examined and identified as vinyl tiles, so there was no asbestos exposure.  The issue was resolved.

- Poole Borough Council H&S Manager was contacted by an HSE Complaints Officer because a complaint had been received that a school had no Asbestos register.  The HSE Officer was advised it was a new building that had not yet been handed over and the Authority had the contractor sign to indicate that no asbestos containing materials had been used in the construction.

- Millfield Independent School, Somerset, was contacted by an HSE Complaints Officer who had been advised that a member of staff had been exposed to asbestos dust.  This was checked and confirmed that the school has an Asbestos Clearance Certificate and that the only dust the individual was possibly exposed to was from Medium Density Fibreboard (MDF) partitions.  

Other items of Interest
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Forest Schools has recently announced a 1st Aid course specifically for Forest School practitioners and venues.  You can find further information at:- http://www.forestschools.com/itc-first-aid.php
Multi Use Gym Area (MUGA) 
An accident occurred at a Plymouth school where a metal lintel fell from a doorway in a caged fencing, hitting a pupil on the head.  Investigation identified that bolts used were not self tapping and had come loose due to use of the gate.  This prompted investigation of several other similar facilities at other schools where the same problem was found.  Schools are advised to check the correct hardware and fitments are used by contractors when constructing these facilities.
Gate – unauthorised modification
In another Plymouth school a young child trapped his fingers in between a metal gate and fixed panel of a palisade type fence.  Investigation found that, contrary to the original specification, the gate had been made smaller in order to fit the space available.  The hinge gap had been reduced and this meant that when opened beyond 90 degrees, it hit the upright of the fence.   Schools have been advised against unauthorised and ill-considered modifications to original design specification.
Safer Communities  [image: image10.wmf]
No children or education news from the Safer Communities team for this Newsletter, but for those interested in wider community issues their website can be found at:-http://www.safercommunitiestorbay.org.uk.
Health & Safety Myths

The Myth:

HSE still bans this, that and the other
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HEALTH AND SAFETY TEAM


Colin de Jongh –Health & Safety Manager E-Mail; �HYPERLINK "mailto:Colin.dejongh@torbay.gov.uk"��Colin.dejongh@torbay.gov.uk�, 


Asa Moss – Senior Health & Safety Officer E-Mail; � HYPERLINK "mailto:Asa.Moss@torbay.gov.uk" ��Asa.Moss@torbay.gov.uk�


Helpline: 01803 207170 or 07887 772489
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The reality





It’s been said before, but there are still too many reports that HSE and health and safety law are responsible for all sorts of bans – cheese-rolling events, knitting in hospitals and even toothpicks!





In reality HSE has banned very little outright, apart from a few high-risk exceptions like asbestos, which kills around 4000 people a year.





Too often health and safety is used as a convenient excuse, but it's time to challenge this and remind people to focus on the real risks – those that are still causing people to be killed, injured or made ill at work.





Challenge the myths, tackle real risks!
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