Independent Reviewing Service

The Independent Reviewing Unit arranges Statutory Reviews for Children Looked  After by Torbay Council within legal timescales.  It provides Independent Reviewing Officer’s (IRO’s) to chair multi-agency reviews to ensure that an appropriate care plan is in place by the Local Authority.  IRO’s also ensure that children, young people, their families and others involved in their care are consulted and that Government Guidance is adhered to.  IRO’s have the authority to refer a case to court if there is considered to be a breach of a child/YP’s human rights.  
The aims of the service:

· To ensure that children 'looked after' by Torbay are provided with appropriate care in accordance with government guidelines. 

· To ensure that children's care plans for placement, health, education and contact are independently reviewed on a regular basis. 

· To ensure children and their families'/carers' views are listened to and recorded.

The service is based at Parkfield House, 38 Esplanade Road, Paignton TQ3 2NH.  The contact telephone number is 402783 and the manager is Julie Skilton.  
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