INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN SCHOOLS

Please refer to “The Spotty Book” produced by the Health Protection Unit.
This booklet provides general guidance for schoolteachers and others with children in their care about what action should be taken if cases of infectious diseases occur in children they are minding.  The advice applies to schools, nurseries, play-groups and child-minders.  “School” will be used throughout to indicate all these except where otherwise indicated.

It is always preferable to prevent situations arising, and so the Health Protection Unit advise that there should be a proactive policy on when children are able to attend school and when, due to illness they should be kept away.  This policy must be decided by the school and all parents must be made aware of the policy and agree to follow it.

You should consider the following:

1. Children with infectious diseases should not in general attend schools.  Although mild snuffles and colds need not necessarily prevent a child attending, diarrhoeal illness etc. should be a reason for a child to stay at home.

2. If a child becomes ill during care, parents must be contactable and the child taken home if necessary.  Child-minders, nurseries and play groups are advised to keep a record of each child’s GP.

3. Parents should notify the school if their child has an infectious disease.

4. The school should notify other parents if a significant risk exists, or may exist to other children.

5. A child with infectious disease should be excluded from school until fully recovered or if it is one of the disease listed in the table (section 8), until the required period has passed.

6. Check that parents know your rules and accept that they will have to take time off, or make other arrangements for their child’s care, if their child is ill.

Any concerns please address to, or for further information please contact Health Protection Unit Devon Team, The Lescaze Building, Shinner’s Bridge, Dartington, TQ9 6JE – telephone:- (01803) 861833 or fax: (01803) 861853.
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