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PR 2424

25 November 2009

For Immediate Release
MyPlace Planning Permission unanimously approved

Torbay Council’s Development and Management Committee yesterday gave unanimous approval for the MyPlace youth centre on the site of Parkfield House in Paignton. 

Plans are progressing at a pace, which is great news for young people living in Torbay, who will be able to enjoy one of the best purpose-built youth centres in the country. Work is due to start on site at the end of May 2010, to be completed by the end of August 2011. 

MyPlace was awarded £4.875 million Big Lottery funding to build the world class youth centre at the Parkfield House site on Paignton seafront. Work is due to start on site next year, for completion in 2011.

In response to feedback from the community that Torbay needed better facilities for young people, Torbay Council submitted the successful bid for MyPlace with the help of a group of enthusiastic young teenagers known locally as “The Bay6” in consultation with 3,000 local young people. 

The centre will offer a range of activities, advice and information, work and training opportunities, as well as an indoor and outdoor skate park, BMX track, indoor and outdoor climbing wall, indoor multi sports area, arts performance space for music and live bands, a recording studio, training rooms, changing rooms and office space. Plans are to grow vegetables at the centre to use in a new café and restaurant on the site. 

Youth hostel type accommodation and a multi-disciplinary team focused on young people will also be based in Parkfield House itself; the design of the new facilities will pay particular sensitivity to the Grade II listed building.

Torbay Council Cabinet Member for Children’s Services, Cllr Anna Tolchard, said: 

“I am absolutely thrilled that the approval for the £4.875 million MyPlace youth facility had unanimous support from the Development Management Committee yesterday. I would like to congratulate the team of young people, the Bay6, who have worked very hard along with the council’s youth service team to bring this project to fruition. They will continue to be involved in the development of MyPlace along with other stakeholders to create a world class facility.”

Ends

For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207048.
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