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PR 2501

15 January 2010

For Immediate Release
Have your say on building heights in Torbay

Torbay Council's regenerative arm, the Torbay Development Agency (TDA), is looking for your feedback on the Building Heights Strategy, which is currently being drawn up.

Three consultation events have been set up this month to enable local residents to find out more about the strategy, have their say and use a 3d interactive model.

Following the launch of the Mayoral Vision and with many exciting regeneration projects in the pipeline for Torbay, the Building Heights Strategy aims to give guidance to the authority and developers that will ensure that any future development is right for the Bay.

The strategy will be part of an important planning process which will set out recommended building heights for different areas in Torbay, set out the circumstances and locations in which that height can be modified, and provide guidance for the location and design of taller buildings.  

The Building Heights Strategy will be part of the evidence base for informing the Torbay Local Development Framework, which is a blueprint for Torbay’s sustainable development over the next 20 years. The strategy will be in line with current guidelines and best practice for tall buildings from the Commission for Architecture and Built Environment (CABE) and English Heritage. 

Cabinet Member for Regeneration, Councillor Chris Lewis, said: "As we all know tall buildings, particularly in the wrong place, can have a dramatic effect on an area, therefore, it is hugely important that we have good quality, independent research and information to hand when making future planning decisions. Similar policies already exist in Plymouth and Bristol and, in both cases, have been carried out by specialists, who have the relevant expertise and knowledge. 

“We live in such a beautiful area and it is imperative that any development is in keeping and celebrates and enhances Torbay’s unique natural and cultural environment. I would like to reassure local residents and businesses that their views will form an important part of the work carried out to produce such a document."

Following the selection process Urban Initiatives was appointed to produce the strategy for Torbay.

Associate Director of Urban Initiatives, Roisin Barratt, said: "A building heights strategy in a sensitive setting such as Torbay is an essential tool in controlling inappropriate height and using additional height in places where it makes a positive contribution to the image of Torbay. 

“We now want to consult with the public on the principals of the document to ensure that we get this strategy right. I would urge people in Torbay to attend one of these events and have their say.”

The events will be held in the following places:

•          Tuesday 26 January, 2.30pm - 6.30pm at the Riviera International Conference, Burdett Room, Torquay

•          Wednesday 27 January, 2.30pm - 6.30pm at Scala Hall, Brixham

•          Thursday 28 January, 2.30pm - 6.30pm at Redcliffe Hotel, Paignton

For further information please contact: Michelle Pierce , Communications Officer on 01803 208850.
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